CREATIVE PEOPLE & PLACES HOUNSLOW

THIS IS
WHO
WE ARE

CONFIDENT • COLOURFUL • CREATIVE

Creative People & Places Hounslow is
your opportunity to get involved in making
Hounslow a confident, colourful and creative
borough – a place where creativity thrives
and everyone has the chance to take part.
We are a group of local organisations
and local people working together across
Hounslow. We are creating everything
from show-stopping outdoor performances
and festivals, to small exhibitions in local
cafes. We’re supporting artists and creative
people to build their practice, and hosting
creative groups that meet regularly to practice
a new skill.

“It’s nice to see there is so much creativity
locally. And to have this space to
develop the ideas that you’re all talking
about. To be part of the conversation.
That’s really nice, a sense of community.”
Local resident
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Everything has fun, friendship, community
and creativity at its heart and, whatever your
background, interests or capacity, there’s
something for everyone, and space for
everyone to get involved.
Over the following pages, you’ll discover
some of our exciting future plans, and find
out more about the opportunities to get
involved. We hope you’ll be inspired to join
us in creating a programme by – and for –
Hounslow’s people.

READ ON TO DISCOVER

• What’s happening near you
• How you can get involved
• What other people say about the project
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Who decides what goes on?
You! Local people who are interested
in getting involved in creative activity in
their community. You make the decisions,
and the team at Creative People
& Places Hounslow provides
administrative support to help those
ideas come to life.

Photo © Alex Brenner

Who are the organisations
making this happen?
Creative People & Places Hounslow is
part of Arts Council England’s national
Creative People & Places programme.
The consortium partners are Watermans,
London Borough of Hounslow,
Hounslow Music Service, Hounslow
Library Service and TW4 Community
Development Trust.
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JOIN US ON
OUR JOURNEY
Over the past seven years, all kinds of local
people, partners and organisations have been
working together to build a busy and exciting
programme of creative activity for Hounslow.
As we look to the future, we’re looking for new
people and ideas to join us.
Over the next three years, we’ll be developing
exciting new creative groups (as well as
continuing our existing workshops), growing
our popular Bell Square outdoor arts
programme, and increasing the opportunities
available for local artists.

“I see this as the beginning. The need for it.
And people coming – making a
commitment – it shows the need. I’d like
us to continue to meet and encourage more
people to come and then who knows where
it goes, who knows what happens.”
Heston & Cranford LAG member
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Local Advisory Groups (LAGs) will continue
to be the foundation of the programme’s
leadership – you can find out more about them
on the following pages. We’ll be looking for
new people to join the groups – to increase
capacity and ensure each group has
a diversity of skills, interests and
experience. And we’ll be creating
new training opportunities to
help LAG members develop
even more independent
activity for their local area.
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WAYS TO
GET INVOLVED
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JOIN YOUR LAG

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?
Just email:
cpphounslow@watermans.org.uk
and we’ll introduce you to your
nearest Local Advisory Group.

Each of Hounslow’s LAGs has different aims,
unique plans, and a distinct local character
and personality. This section shares a little
about what each group has been up to so far,
but there’s always plenty of room for
new people, ideas and projects:

FELTHAM LOCAL
ACTIVITIES GROUP (FLAG)
Creative People & Places Hounslow is all
about supporting local people to make
decisions about the creative activity that
happens in our borough. Hounslow is a big
place, and each area has a distinct local
character. For that reason, planning is led by
‘Local Advisory Groups’ (LAGs). Each Local
Advisory Group is made up of people who
live, work or have a connection to Hounslow,
and who have a passion for shaping its
future. They take the lead on everything from
imagining new ideas to the practicalities of
making them happen.
No special experience is needed to become
a member of your LAG, just a love for your
area and a willingness to get stuck in. People
from a whole range of backgrounds are really
welcome – in fact, that’s what makes our
advisory groups so special. In return, you’ll
find a welcoming community of neighbours,
plenty of support to make your ideas
reality, and perhaps an opportunity to learn
something new.

FLAG members want to create large
scale, fun community celebrations
that bring people together and help
communities and local organisations
work in partnership. To realise this,
FLAG created Feltham Fete in 2018
and 2019, as well as two indoor
multicultural celebrations.
“FLAG has made such a massive impact
on the community and me personally –
I’ve found it fascinating realising how
much people hold onto the memory
and impact of large scale events.
That’s what drives my involvement.”
FLAG member

“We, as a group, have achieved
incredible things, and the events and
classes that the LAG have brought into
fruition, with local residents’ input, has
been nothing short of inspiring.”
Local Advisory Group member
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BRENTFORD LOCAL
ADVISORY GROUP (BLAG)

HOUNSLOW TOWN
LOCAL ADVISORY GROUP

BLAG members want to create
moments of inspiration that will stay
with people forever. With this in mind,
they developed a series of workshop
programmes – such as comedy and
creative writing skills – that give people
in-depth experiences to try out a new
creative skill.

In Hounslow Town, LAG members have
developed hands-on opportunities
for people to get involved in creative
activity, and to ‘make it, try it, do it’.
Their TW3 Creative Space activities on
Hounslow High Street are part of their
passion for helping local people to see
and use public space in a different way.

“It is FUN, builds your CONFIDENCE
and makes you HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY!
and if nothing else you gain
supportive friends.”
Comedy workshop attendee

“It’s good to see people from all
different backgrounds coming together
and enjoying and learning new things
and cultures.”
TW3 Creative Space attendee

HESTON AND CRANFORD
LOCAL ADVISORY GROUP

HOUNSLOW
EXHIBITIONS GROUP

Heston and Cranford LAG want to
encourage conversations about
mental health, and to create new
ways for people to build connections
across the community. They have
developed a series of projects – Where
I Live, Walking With The Unseen and
The World Between Us – that use
photography and creative writing to
explore these important topics.

Whilst the four Local Advisory Groups
are based in a particular geographic
community, the Hounslow Exhibitions
Group creates and supports exhibitions
right across the borough. Exhibitions
have been hosted in libraries, on the
streets and in community cafes –
as well as online. Exhibitions have
focused on exploring themes that are
important to local people, such as
mental health, hidden disabilities and
climate change.

“The project has been a main focus
for me, providing purpose, a sense
of moving forward with people,
with photography.”
The World Between Us participant
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“Everyone has a part to play – whatever
their background or experience.”
Exhibitions Group member

A CLOSER LOOK

ANIMAL
STORIES
The Exhibitions Group developed the Animal
Stories project to explore their passion for the
natural world, and their curiosity about the stories
and history of our borough. The project unearths
and shares stories of animals in Hounslow,
bringing to life stories of Hounslow’s change over
time, and touching on powerful themes such as
empire, migration and social change.

Illustrations © Amber Cooper-Davies

“Even the name Hounslow had an
association with animals, meaning ‘the
dog’s mound’. From animals quarantined
at Heathrow in the west to rare snails in
Isleworth to the mythical Griffin in
Brentford in the east, it was a fun, social
history, geography and art experience
all rolled into one.”
Exhibitions Group member
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JOIN US
AT BELL
SQUARE

“Outdoor arts is democratic – anyone can
come. There are no tickets, entry charges,
rules and regulations about how you watch
these shows. You just turn up and enjoy
it – or leave if you don’t like it. You can
hang around afterwards. You’ve all just
witnessed something together. Hopefully
it made you think. Challenged your
assumptions or ideas, maybe.”
Director, Watermans

The Bell Square programme is carefully
curated – aiming not only to dazzle and to
bring light, joy and wonder – but also to start
important discussions. From migration and
mental health to the environment and our
relationships – Bell Square performers have
given us a moment to pause, to reflect,
and then to turn to our neighbours
and begin a conversation.
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WHAT IS BELL SQUARE?
Bell Square is the outdoor arts space in
the heart of Hounslow, a place where
anyone and everyone can come to see
some of the best outdoor performers in
the world, for free.

Regular events and outdoor performances at
Bell Square are a brilliant opportunity for our
community to come together, to talk, debate,
play – and to simply enjoy. Everything is
completely free and open to all.
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A CLOSER LOOK

Poland-based Teatr Biuro Podróży have
brought spellbinding performances of Carmen
Funebre, The Winter’s Tale and Silence to
the Bell Square programme. Making social,
political and powerful outdoor performances,
with a deep care for people and the stories
of their lives, Teatr Biuro Podróży proved the
ideal partner for Creative People & Places
Hounslow and the Bell Square performances.

“It was shocking and moving performance.
It reminds me of my grandma who survived
WW2 as a child, back in Poland. I’m in tears
now. And tomorrow it’s 70th anniversary
of when the war began so it feels really
relevant to commemorate every victim who
suffered because of war.”
“To był szokujący i poruszający spektakl.
Przypomniała mi się moja babcia, która
przeżyła drugą wojnę światową jako
dziecko. Łzy napływają mi do oczu.
A akurat jutro jest 70. rocznica wybuchu
wojny więc to wszystko składa się w jeden
obraz. Możemy uczcić pamięć każdej ofiary
która ucierpiała w wyniku wojny.”
Hounslow resident, at the Teatr Biuro
Podróży performance of Carmen Funebre
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TEATR BIURO
PODRÓŻY AT
BELL SQUARE
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COME AND TRY
SOMETHING NEW
Creative People & Places Hounslow supports
creative participation groups who meet
regularly across the borough – to sing, dance
or play an instrument, as well as to talk, learn
and laugh together. They’re all friendly and
welcoming to new members – no previous
experience required!
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Groups include a Ukulele Collective based
in Brentford, Hounslow Community Choir,
The Shakti Divas Bhangra group in Heston
and Cranford, and Community brass band
workshops and performances in Feltham.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT WHAT’S ON
Visit www.watermans.org.uk/
take-part/take-part-adult/
or email
cpphounslow@watermans.org.uk
to find out what’s on in your area.
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“I like that it’s got some of us out of our
comfort zone. It certainly has with me. It’s
got us to try new things and to be more
creative and I want it to go on for a bit
longer. I don’t want them to end!”
Workshop participant

JOIN OUR NETWORK
FOR ARTISTS
Are you an artist or creative practitioner,
looking for opportunities to build your profile,
grow your network and develop your practice?
Creative Network West meets monthly to
facilitate training, create opportunities for
members to showcase their work, and develop
new opportunities for local artists.
The network is part of Creative People &
Places Hounslow’s ambition to support and
celebrate the talent of those who choose
to make Hounslow their home. We want
Hounslow to be a place where artists can build
their practice, and where our young people
see exciting possibilities for a career in the
creative industries.

We also offer Company Development
Awards, designed to support local creative
companies to grow, through investing in their
development, business training and mentoring.
These awards are an opportunity for artists
to reconnect with their ambition and make
structural changes to underline their future
sustainability.

“It was a great experience to meet
with other creative people that share
the same interests and give each
other encouragement.”
Creative Network West member

WHO SUPPORTS THE NETWORK?
Creative Network West is a
Hounslow Creative Enterprise Zone
project, supported by the Mayor of
London, and hosted by Creative People
and Places Hounslow.
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WHERE CAN I FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT CREATIVE
NETWORK WEST?
Check out our Instagram page at
www.instagram.com/
creativenetworkwest/
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NOW, ALL WE NEED IS

At Creative People & Places Hounslow, we
know that the more people get involved, the
more accessible, exciting and diverse plans
we can realise. We’re always open to chatting
about new ideas, sharing thoughts and
developing partnerships.
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Hounslow’s creativity thrives thanks to
Hounslow’s people. From the LAG members
who dedicate hours of their time and energy
to making things happen, to each and every
person who pauses in their day to enjoy an
outdoor performance – we are all part of
Hounslow’s creative ecosystem.
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